           What is Resurrection?

     Resurrection is the belief that after death, our physical body is made incorruptible.
While reincarnation is a process toward perfection ( but not guaranteed), resurrection is perfection(guaranteed).  Look at figure 3.

1Cor 15:42-44 & 50-54.......our resurrection body is:

                            Material but immortal......

                                   Physical but imperishable
Our body is perfected not by doing away with it but by removing its imperfections.

There are 2 resurrections....one to eternal life....and one to eternal punishment....Rev 20:4-15 & Daniel 12:2,3

These judgements are based on John 3:16-21.

Atonement......the paying for of sins (or karmic debt).

                                                   Atonement:

                 Personal;                                                             Vicarious;

Made by the offending person                                         Made by the party offended

Given by the criminal                                                      Received by the criminal

Incompatible with mercy                                                 Highest form of mercy

     There is an important difference between personal atonement (paying for your 
own sins) and vicarious atonement (having the penalty paid by another).  

Personal atonement = the Law of Karma

Vicarious atonement = the Law of Grace

Since Christ was sinless (Heb 4:15), His death was not necessary to pay for His own 
sin.  His life was voluntarily given to pay the penalty for the sins of others 
(John 10:17,18 & 2Cor 5:21).  In a sense, Christ paid for all of our karmic debt 
through His own suffering.  He had no karma of His own, but He suffered and died 
for our karmic debt.

Hebrews 9:27 says that after you’ve died, there is the judgement.  There’s no 
reincarnation or purgatory or multiple chances.

2Cor 5:6-9 says that we’re either alive in our body or we’re dead and with Jesus.

Look at figure 4.

Resurrection sure beats the heck out of reincarnation. 
1 Corinthians 15:12-19 allows no room for a spiritual resurrection & not a physical 
one. Paul equates belief in a physical resurrection with being a real Christian. This 
belief in resurrection helps to modify earthly behavior.
